S1x-MonTH Researcu GRANTS AWARDED IN JULY 2003

[ hevping with its new more-tarpeted
rescarcly poals, MAAF awarded six-manth
researcly grants this past Julv o Angela
Clhrislizng, Ph.a Privfessor,
Drepartment of Dermatalogy and Genetics
& Development, and Director of Hesearch,
Drepartment of Dermatalopy, Columbia
University }, Amy Mehichael, ML {Assoc-
ale Professor, Department of Dermatalogy,
Wake Forest Universite), and John Sund
Berg, TEVIML, PhuD) (Sendor Stafl Scientist,
The Jackson Labovatory!,

[ Azaociate

Bre. Chrstiano hosts ane of the five
research centers for the National
Alopecia Areata Hegistry, which is funded
largely through o grant from the National

Institutes of Llealth [KIHL NAAF conlin-
ves to fund additional genetics studics by
L, Christiang nat covered divectly by the
NI grant. These studics have been pro-
gressing rapidly, mapping the genes under-
lying complex traits related 1o bair Toss
disorders using nonparmnelric linkape
analysis methods. These studies are now ala
critical stage; hey are on the verge of pin-
painting candidate genes that could respond
o targeled Leeatment elforts.

Dy Medichael s doing a prelimi-
tary study on the incidence of alope-
id areala arneng people today. Such a stody
Lias oot Leen unedertaken for vears, Withour
aeurile incidence datay any popuilation-

D] research i fatally flawed. We hope thar
Ui sludly, which is using existing daralases,
can help answer initial questions regardmg
the current incidence of alopecia arcala.

Dr. Sundberg s continuing  his
rezearch an the “Creation, lesting

and distributinn of multple species alopecia
areata tissne arvays” e and his affiliates are
creating tissue arrays [rom humans and
ather species (including the mouse model}
with alapecia areata as well as normal tissue.
They plan on making these arravs accessible
o the research comumunity, They are identi-
fring some of the earliest and possibly most
important changes in alopecin arcaty and
confirming these by various methodologics,

New 2004 NAAF RESEARCH GRANTS

This past December, the Peer Review
Committes reviewed all 2004 grant applica
liens for scientific mert and made its rec
ammendations for funding, The Committee
cimngiats nf Dvs John Ansel {Northwestern
University}, Urvin Upstein, {University of
California, San Prancisca), 1 Elder ( Univer -

sity of Michigan), Sheri Bale (President of

Gene LN, Inc), Steve Peldman (Walke Forest
University] and Kobert Lavker {North-

western University), The NAAF Board of

Directors reviewed the Committee’s recom-
mendarions, analyzing them 1o make cerlain
that they were in accord with MAAFS now
research  goals. Ultimately, granls wore
awarded to Nazila Barahmand, M., Angela
Christiano, PhI), and ol Sundberg
L1WAL, Bl

D, Baralumani believes that both

environmental and penetic Tactors
play o part in alopecia arcala, and she hopes
tar better define the role of specific human
lenkocyte antigens (HLA) and cytokines in
alopecia arcata, She will be typing HLA
genes amd evlokines from DMNA and serum
saniples collected by the National Alopecia

Areata Registrey, and she will anabye their
association with disvase severily and envi-
rommental riggers. This infirmation will
further our wilerstanding of the cause of
alopecia arcala and may lead to more effec-
tive Liealments,

Dir Chrisliano continues her quest to

lined the genes that make individuoals
suseeptible Lo alopecia aveara. Dy, Christiano
will perform a genome-wide search for link-
age [rom sibling pairs enrolled in the
Nutional Alopecia Areata Hegistry,

D Sundher will be studving the

presence of an autaimmune regula
tior gene for alopecia areata. |le will create
new strains of mice that conram both the
turned off autaimmune regulator gene and
the susceptibility genes for alopecia areata,
This shonld result in a new mouse model tor
alopecia areata that can be used for preclin-
ical rrials o evaluate new treatments oo
alopecia universalis. The current alopecia
areata movse model (C3HHel) requires
that a lot of mice be aged for more than a
vear and then only about 20 percent of these

mice develop alopecia areata. With the new
strain of mice, Sundbers hopes to ingrease
the number of mice that develop alopecia
areata naturally and he hopes those mice
will develop hair loss earlier in age. These
vesults would also confitm the significance
af the antoimmune regulator gene in alope-
Cix areata.

Seecian NAAF GranTs
T0O STUDY THE DRUG

ALEFACEPT IN ALOPECIA
AREATA

MAAE is also funding several research
studies to determine il the new drug alefacept
night be of help in treating alopecia areata,
These [unds are going to T Jerry Shapira
[ Universily of British Columbia), Dhs, Broce
Strobwer, Jerome Shupack, and Ken Washenil
[MNew York Universityl, Tir Amy MeMichael
[Wihe Forest University), and Jerry Krueger
[University of Thah), NAAT will announce
more information an its Web site as soon as
related chinical trials receive approval from
their respective university review hoards,
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